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Rev. Frank B. Gigliotti, B. A. P

MINISTER PRESBY. CHURCH, H. R.
7903 EL CAPITAN DRIVE
LA MESA, CALIFORNIA

August 27, 1946

Hon. flbe.to Tarchiani
I:tiian Emba:gy
Vasunington ™. C,

;" dear fubassacor Terchianis

daving tuken the appropriate tiue to gather the
information whica y.u requested of me in connection witih the
Pentecostal movement and its workings in the United States and how
it functions, I now have sufficient materiel to hand over to you
for transmittel to the Itelizn government.

You will remember that I czlled your ettention at the
very begimning of our discussion on this mztter of religious
liberty for Italy that I am not a Pentecostcl, but that I hove been
for more than twenty-five yecrs & Minister of the Presbyterian
Church. My interest in this mntter is based purely upon the con-
sideretion that, I feel, it will be to the grestest interest of the
Itelien netion to have zbsolute freedom of religion &and conscience,
without eny interference whetsoever with the individuzl's right to
worship God cccoraing to the dictctes of his own conscience.

I have been asked by the Americcn Committee for Religious
Freedom in Itzly of which Dr. Cherles W, Feme is Netionzl President,
by the Netioncl Committee of pmericens for Religious Emancipction
of which United Stutes Senctor Olin D, Johnston is President, and by
the Pentecostal group hecded by the Reverend Dominick Liscicndrello,
(this latter group being known as the Evangelicel Christiun Pente-
costel Churches of the United Stetes and Foreign Lunds) to teke the
responsibility for prepering this brief :nd mcking proper petitions
to the Itzlitn government end to the government of the United Stutes
on this matter.

I cm giving you this preperctory stetement so thzt you may
not be under the misspprehension that I repressnt one group or
enother — in reelity I cm only working with the three zbove men-
tioned Committees, receiving no compensction or remunerction for my
lebors. :

Respectfully submitted,

FBG:rm Frenk B. Gigliotti, D.D.
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THE PENTECOSTAL MOVEMENT

IN THE UNITED STATES AND ITALY

In the matter of the stztement of the Pentecostel feith in Itely,
there may exist the impression that this group is an importation from the
United Stutes and that someone is advencing money &nd meteriel resources for
its propesgation, Let me state frankly from the beginning that this is not
according to fact, as I have gone into this metter from the roots up.

From the information thet I em eble to gather, the movement seems
to have sterted sponteneously in Italy and the United Stetes ot approximetely
the same time which came about &s follows:

Meny of the Itelian Evengelicals both in the United States and in
Italy, feeling very zealous towards God cnd with the thought that men end
women should dedicete and consecrate themselves more fully to lives of
service to their fellow men in the spirit of Christien piety cnd cherity,
begen to have & deep conviction within the estcblished Evangelical churches
themselves thet there wos something of e "do-nothing" attitude on the pert of
many of the locel congregations and they were not receiving the blessing
which wes due &nd availeble to them. | N

For this reason it seems thzt in verious regions-of Itely, includ-
ing Piadmont, Abruzzi, Rome, Genosz, Neples, Celabria, Sicily cnd others, there
began to rise up leaders, each without knowledge of the others, precching
and tecching a more fully consecrcted and victorious life in Christ. People
in smell congregutions in the mountains of the Abruzzits were having the scme
experience &s people in smell congregations in Sicily., They did not know of

each other's existence. They had no correspondence or physical contect.



Coincidentully, the same thing wos taking place in the United States cmong
~the hundreds of Italion Evangeliczl congregotions of the verious denominstions
such as the Presbyterians, ﬁ;ptists, Methodists, Lutherans, ete., into which
thousands of Italieng hed gone beceuse on the one hend they had been terribly
neglected by the Romen Cctholie church, and on the other hand the Evengelical
chﬁrches were the only ones that had shown eny interest in their behelf by
establishing classes for the teaching of reading wnd writing end for their
socicl end matericl betterment, Consequently, when many of these people re-
turned to Ituly, they told of the phenomenzl manifestntion cnd the spiritual
blessings they had received end found thet in Itely there hed been a similar
spiritual regeneration among many of their friends cnd relstives.

In deliberating on these facts, mony Itelisn Protestent lecders, in-
cluding myself and Dr. Femz, heve come to the conclusion that this is & true
and 4definite manifesteation of God, just as he menifested himself in Itely
through Peter Weldo in 1170, St. Frencis of Assisi in 1227, Scvonerola and
Glecomo D= Fiore (il profeta Calzbrese) end mhny others down through the
centuries,

Now, ncturelly, as these people ccme in contcet with each other,
they shared their religious experiences end found that they hed had an over-
whelming outpouring of the Holy Spirit which ccused a deep, religious emotionsl
manifestation which some of us believed for a long time to be en uncontrolled
religious fanaticism, but we have now come to reclize cnd to know and to
respect as & definite manifestction of God in and through our people. I have
seen people from 21l socicl strotes here in the United Statés, both Itclizns
&nd Americans,-who used to lie ond chect cnd stesl ¢nd some who were the most
desperate chcracters turn to the most becutiful, consecrcted, serviceable

Christian life through their contect ond shering of this experience with the



people of the Pentecostal faith.

W dezr Ambassador Tarchiani, zs you know, I «m pretty much of a
hard-headed analyst end because of my treining and education end yecrs of
experience in dealing with religious and world problems, I have studied this
¥hole pictwre quite thoroughly before accepting it s a mrnifestotion of God,
and now I have come to the very definite conclusion that the people of the
Pentecostal groups cre ecting as e torch, making light for even some of the
larger denominations. To quote Bishop Paul Garber of the European Arec. of the
Methodist Fpiscopzl Chureh ang former President of Duke University, "If the
large, established Bvangelicel denominations do not catch the fire of our
Pentecostal brethren, it will not be long before they are history and the
Pentecostel will be the living chureh." I would clso like to quote the state-
ment mede to me by the Honoreble Joncthan Deniels, former secretery to
President Roosevelt, lust November in his home in Ruleigh, North Cecrolina,

We hud spent ¢ whole evening discussing the Pentecostsl movement o8 it has

now grown through the South and Southwest &nd alse throughout the United States
which he concluded with thege words, "Frank, in my Judgment, the Pentecosteals
are becoming the Toremost Evengelicels in the United States in carrying the
torch of freedom and courcgeously taklng up where the old e:tsblished churches

have been prone to let down beccuse of their form:lity &nd their grect wenlth,®



THE _PENTECOSTAL CHURCHES IN THE UNITED STATES

1. As fer as I hove been able to cscertain, the Pentecostal
churches hzve grown throughout the United States to where they have more than
6,000 churches mostly united under the nome of "Assembly of God" und rre part
of the Netional Associztion of Evengelicals, Amongst these there cre more
than 300 churches and £00 missions where the services cre conducted mostly in
the Itulian language with bi-lingunl services for the young people. Some. of
these Itczlion churches heve os meny es 1,000 to 1,500 members.

(see Exhibit 1 - Certificcte from Notional tssociction of Evengel-
icels,) : '

(see Exhibit 2 - Costituzione e Regolemente dell! Assemblee Generrle
delle Chiese Evongeliche Cristiamne Pentecostsli Degli
Stati Uniti d' Americz e Dell'Estero.)

(see Exhibit 3 — Affidavit of Rev. J. Roswell Flower, Secretury of the
Generel Council of the Assemblies of God, showing in
Pcregreph 7 that Rev, Dominick Liscicndrello is a
Minister in good stending of this denominstion.,)

2. The United States Government, in recognizing their importence

throughout the Wer, gave them an assignment of 35 choplains,

5. There are over 5,106 ordcined ninisters, 3,406 licentictes end

exhorters,

4. This wovement has been growing cnd sprecding repidly and et this
time it is impossible to cscertzcin the cetuel membership. The only thing we
can say on-this matter is thet they heve thouscnds of growing and progressing
churches cnd missions., I have zttended services in lurge, prosperous churches
where there were more thcn from 1,000 to 2,000 members present.

At the Itzlian Pentecostal Church in Comcen, New Jersey where a



rally was held for Itslicn relief and which was attended by Baron Quinto
Quintieri while in this country end where = lerge sum of money wes reised
for relief end tons of clothing promised, Beron Quintieri told me that he
estim ted over a thousend people being present. All of these were Itelians

of the Camden, New Jersey area.

5, As to their social classification, the movement originally
started with the wore humble folk, but today I know a number of former govern-
ment officials end ministers of the esteblished denominations who have gone
intc the ministry of the Pentecostsl Church. For instance, the Pastor of the
Assembly of God Pentecostal Church of Dallas, Texas (1.e., the largest one
there) hes a tabernscle that holds more than 3,000 people and it is usuelly.
filled. This man is e former secret service executive of the United Stetes
government of the higher echelon tnd he is one of the most zble snd consecrctd
ministers that I know.

I could go on &nd enumerzte such instances, but I feel that their
almost phenomenal growth is more indicative of their importance znd aguin quote
Jonathen Deniels in his stztement to me by seying he believed that "within
the next ten yeers they (the Pentecostals) would possibly lead in number of
the Evengeliczl churches in the United States.! Aftor visiting meny of their
churches - and they cre kmericon, Hungerien, Polish, Swedish, Itelizn cnd
every nttionality - one is impressed by the fect that their meetings are
filled with men cnd women and young people in &ll walks of life. In these
groups there actually is no socizl ceste or line of demarketion. They actuslly
prectice Christicnity very much on the same besis as the early Apostolic church

&nd in oy judgment they do it simply, honestly «nd industriously.

6. There wus & time when they were not given much importance



enongst the Evangelical denominations, but todey they are considered one of the
nost fervent :nd active of the Evengelicel churches of the United Stetes and
they cre highly respected for their zeal and consecrction and their piety by

other Evengelicels.

7. Regarding selection and nomination of Pastors, this is done on.
the seme basis upon which it is done in the larger Evangelicel denominations
in the United States ~ the Boptists, the Congregationzlists end other denomi-
nztions. The Pastors are selected first as deacons, and :fter serving as
deccons, they serve cs elders end then, as elders, they muy be ordained by the
local congregation exectly in the scme form es it is done in the Beptist Church,
This ordinztion is then recognized by the Presbytefs that form the v:rious
Presbyterys and Regional Jurisdictions in ebout the same wey the Presbyteri:ins

of the United Stites, of Grect Britecin and Scotlend function. (see Exhibit 2)

8. The services cre conducted in cbout the same wey in which the
eurly Christicn church conducted theirs. They begin with the singing of hymmns
end then have preyer. They then heve teétimonies of their religious experiences
end this is conducted in the simplest ond most sincere of Christicn menner, At
this time verious individusls request preyer for their problems both spiritusl
and metericl, This is followed by presching of the Gospel cnd the sermon is
brought by the ordained Minister, or in his cbsence, one of the elders of the
church., After the sermon there is ¢ tine of proyer, the singing of enother
hymn end the service is concluded with the benediction.r

The prryers ere pretty much spontaneous on the purt of indivicurls
who feel they went to prey zudibly and it is to be noted here thet curing the
Priyer services muny of these people show & religious crdor ¢nd fervor which

to the person who is not entegonistic will exemplify the Psalmist's exhortation



to "mcke & joyful noise unto the Lord" end will soon meke itself menifest thst
it is truly of God. They are very fervent and ardorous snd do cry out to God

' but not neerly in the way that I have seen the people of Southern Ituly cry out
at religious manifestations of the Romen Cctholic Church., I have never seen them
tbuse their bodies or lick floors with their tongues or bect their backs

with pieces of wooden staves as I hove seen the excited people at Romen
Catholic services in Itely znd in Mexico end in other Letin Americen countries,
They do ot times speck in tongues that to the averege person who is unwilling
to listen, seems rather strenge, but as manifested in the eerly church, it is
the fulfillment of the monifestation promised in the Bible, Bouk of Acts of the
Apostles:

Aets 2:1-4  "pnd when the day of Pentecost wes now come, they were &ll
together in one place. And cuddenly there c:me from
heaven & sound as of the rushing of ¢ mighty wind, ene
it filled 211 the house where they were sitting. And
there appezred unto them tongues perting esunder, like &s
of fire; end it set upon ecch one of them, fnc they were
41l filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speek with
other tongues, as the Spirit geve them utterance."

Acts 10:;44-48 nWhile Peter yet spcke these words, the Holy Spirit fell
on £l11 them that heard the word. And they of the circum-
-cision that believed were cmezed, £s many 88 came with
Peter, beccuse that on the Gentiles elso was poured out
the gift of the Holy Spirit. For they hecrd them speak
with tongues, end megnify God. They cnswered Peter, Cean
any men forbid the weter, that these should not be buptized,
Who hove received the Holy Spirit cs well as we? And he come
mencew them to be beptized in the nome of Jesus Christ.
Then prayed they him to tarry certein deys."

Acts 19:6 "ind when Pzul hed leid his hends upon them, the Holy
Spirit cemv on them; end they speke with tongues, ond
prophesied."
You undoubtedly remember thet my father-in-low, Dr, Agide Pirazzini,
Wes possibly one of the greatest philologists in Americe hz ing taught Hebrew,

Greek and the Oriental lenguages ot the Bibiczl Seminery in New York for thirty



years. He told me on more than one occasion he had heard these people actually
speaking Aramaic, the language which Jesus époke end I, personally, believe
“this to be so after having heard them myself end seen them with my own eyes.

I am giving you this lengthy explanction on this subject because as fer as I
am personally concerned, this wes my great stumbling block in understanding
the Pentecostzl people. I did not believe or could not intellectuclly conceive

how this phenomena was possible; I now believe it with oll my heart,

Alter Call
At certain times there is o ccll to dedication and consecretion to
& fuller Christizn life which is celled an "alter call", The members of the
Congregation, as well cs new converts, kneel in prcyer at their seats or
gather gt the cltar and proy for individusl problems or problems of the congre-

gation or the church as o whole,

Weter Beptism

Wzter beptism is edministered to those who heve confessed and
accepted Christ as their Lord cnd Scviour snd ﬁs their leeder. The wcter
baptism is held to be z seal of externzl consecretion to those who heve
believed that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Saviour of the world wnd their

personal Redecmer, This beptism is performed by immersion.

Baptism of the Holy Spirit

The Pentecostal people, as well as 211 Evengeliccl Churches, believe
that the Baptism of the Holy Spirit is sent of God zs ¢ gift upon those who
have fully consecrated their lives to Christ. It is a Heavenly menifestetion
showing Divine tpprovel cnd ¢ gift thet proceeds from God to those who ere true

believers in the full tezching of the complete Gospel. The Pentecostzl church



teuches that the Boptism of the Holy Spirit is not poured out on everyone unless
specifically sought for or thet God, for some particular recson of His own,

" desires to boptize with this speciel sign which is used by the recipients c¢s a
testinony end os & guide in their welk ofter Christ.’' This special benediction
is poured out by God, in His Wisdom, upon those who aro worthy to receive this
gift. This is substenticted by the teachings of the Holy Scriptures:

John 1:33 "And I knew him not; but he that sent me to baptize in

woter, he scid unto me, Upon whomsoever thou shelt see
the Spirit descending, and tbiding upon him, the scme
is he thet bcptizeth in the Holy Spirit,n

John 14:15-18 nif ye love me, ye will keep my commcndments, And I

will pray the Father, and he shcll give you znother
Comforter, that he may be with You for ever. Even the
Spirit of truth: whom the world cennot receive; for it
beholdeth him not, neither knoweth him: ye know him; for
he obideth with you, end shell be in you, I will not
leave you desolcte: I come unto you."

John 14:25, 26 nThege things hove I spoken unto you, while yet

.. &biding with you., But the Comforter, even the Holy Splrit,

. whom the Father will send in Ny ncme, he sholl teczch you
rall things cnd bring to your remvmbrence £ll thet I seid
unto you." '

9. The Italicn Pentecostal Church of the United Stetes known os the
Evengelicel Christien Pentecostel Churches of the United Stotes cnd Foreign
Ltnds is under the leadership of the Reverend Quirine Grilli, President, Reverend
Dominick Liscicndrello, Secretery cnd Reverend Joseph Berette, Tressurer., These
brethren, together with Reverend Mario DiRello nnd others, conduct radio
progrems both -on the Eust cnd West Cor.sts over ¢ number of radio stations, every
Sundey, out of 4lbeny, N, Y,, Syrecuse, N. Y., New York City, cnd on the West
Coast from Sun Diego, Celiforni: which recches the Pacific West on ¢ 50,000 wctt
station. The comments thet I have heerd from the American end the Italien
listeners to these progrous hzs been very, very favorsble. They are doing en

excellent work with song and worship ¢nd educction. This heg = tremendous

cultural value beccuse there are thousends of cur people who have no other mecns
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of listening to the Itelian lenguege than on this redio program and use this
mesns of furthering their religious, pPrimarily, and clso their cultural end

sociul sdvencement,,

10. You will elso find thot the Itelian Pentecostel Church bublishes
twe Periodicels - w71 Fero", published on the East Coust end "La Voce nel
Deserto" published on the West Cozst,

(see Exhibit 4 (a) - "2 Feron)

(see Exhibit 4 (b) - "Ls Voce nel Desertot)

Let me go back Just one moment cnd say thet I believe very definitely
that their physical or Ppsychological uwanifestations cre not the most importent
points to be considered in thig ctse, Now, as to the objection thet the Pente-
costels praise God wnd Prey with ¢ lound voice, this wes ¢ coumon prectice among
ecrly Christicns end the disciples themselves es exemplified in the Gospel
t&ccording to St, Luke, Ch:ptur 19, verses 37 through 40;

"And as he wos now drewing nigh, even at the descent of

the mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples
begen to rejoice ond prcise God with 2 loud voice for oil

the mighty works which they hed seon: scying, Blessed be
the King that cometh in the neme of the Lord: pegce in
heaven, and glory in the highest. #nd some of the Pher—
isees from the multitude scid unto him, Teccher, rebuke
thy disciples. And he cnswered ond scid, I tell you thet,
if these shall hold their ace, the stones will ory out,n

The importcnt thing is thct the pPeople who have become essocicted
with the Pentecostcl church of our own people, i.e,, the Itelo-tmericens, heve
become better citizens, They have become more industrious cnd meny of thenm
ceased to be drunkards end thieves end lisrs - they heve become good fathers
tnd good husbends and good neighbors. they have adopted =« personcl clesnliness
which was not commonly practiced tmongst the people of the humbler groups wnd
they have given of themsclves to helping others with & piety and & cherity thet

would meke meny « person humbly proud to be cble to follow their excmple.

= 0 =



DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES

I would like to czll to your sttention the clause of the United
Nutions Charter which guarcntees religious liberty to sll members of the
United Naotions. The Cherter stetes, in pert, that no country shell be
admitted to membership in the United Netions unless it pusrentees the freedom
of religious worship to its nstionals end to minority groups living within
its borders. (This was written into the United Nitions Cherter et the insti-
gution of the Americen Committec for Religious Liberty in Itcly.)
You will further note that Purt IT - Politiczl Clauses, Section I ~
General Cleuses, Article XIV of the Pecce Treety with Itely stotes very
definitely as follows:
"Italy shell teke a2ll mezsures necesscry to secure to all
persons under Itelien jurisdiction without distinction as
to race, sex, lunguspge or religion, the enjoyment of human
rights end of the fundementcl freedoms, including the freedom
of expression, of the press cnd publicuztion, of religious
wership, of politicel opinion and of public meeting."
This definitely was written to include the Pentecostsls cnd ell other religious

groups ettempting to exercise freedom of conscience, worship &ncé religion in

- Italy.

-“Iiﬁould like to cssert here thet toler:tion is not &cQEptablg to
us. We do not want the word tolerction to tppecr in the Itzlien Constitution
a8 it refers to those of the Protestent feith, for toleretion signifies thit &
superior force is condescending to those of ninority groups or to others in
tllowing them certcin privileges. It is not privilege or license thct we cre
requesting, but co-equality, Amongst free men there is co-equelity ond not
mere tolerztiont

The Protestant forces of the United Stctes went to do everything

-possible to coope:&te wifh the people of Itely, but we sholl insist upon the

fulfillment on the part of the Italien governnent of these sections of both
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the United Nutions Charter and the Peace Trecty, 1If it becomes necessaory, we
are recdy to use every means at our dispesal to bring cbout its enforcement,

We consider absolute religious freedom definitely one of the
cardinal principles for which the second World Wer wes fought as stated speci-
fically in the Atlantic Charter and both its subsequent declarations of Yalte
&nd Potedem. These guaranteed to the people of Itcly cnd of the world the
freedom of religious exercise, the principle which we hold to be the sacred
and inalienable right of every human being, i.e., to worship God eccording to
the dictates of his conscience without eny interference or coercion on the part

of uny orgcnized group, be it ecclesiosticzl or lay.



